
L ast year, I co vered some o f the Internet
reso urces available to  o phthalmo lo gists
who  wished to  further their education

and kno wledge. Just a year later, the info r-
mation available on the Web has gro wn sig-
nificantly, pro viding o phthalmo lo gists with
a seemingly endless stream o f reso urces.

With hundreds o f Web sites available, there
is no  difficu lty in finding info rmation. The
difficu lty, ho wever, might just lie in sifting
thro u gh  it  all, and  get t ing to  the heart  o f
yo ur search . “Surfing” and “bro wsing” are
interest ing, sure, bu t  o ften o phthalmo lo -
gists do  no t have the time to  so rt it all.

Fo rtunately, someone has already done
ju st  that . At  the U niversity o f Io wa’s Web
site, http://webeye.ophth.uiowa.edu/dept/
Websites/eyeres.htm, there are links to  nearly
500 eye- related Web sites, including asso ci-
ations, private- practice o phthalmo lo gists,
online jo urnals, o phthalmic companies, and

o ther universities. Catalo guers at Io wa have
chro nicled  these sites, arranged  them al-
phabet ically, and  pro vided  direct  links to
all o f them.

Links to associations
Available links include tho se fo r asso cia-
t io ns su ch  as the American Academy o f
Ophthalmo lo gy (www.aao.org) , which pro -
vides comprehensive data abo u t  the asso -
ciation, such  as membership info rmation,
upcoming conferences, and audio  and video
bro adcasts o f pertinent info rmation to  o ph-
thalmo lo gists. AAO members can search
perio dicals, news releases, and  seek gu id-
ance to  impro ve their pract ices. In sho rt ,
asso ciat io n Web sites are a means fo r the
asso ciation to  communicate with members
and non-members alike in a qu ick and ef-
ficient manner.

At the American So ciety o f Cataract and
Refractive Surgery’s Web site, www.ascrs.org,
visito rs can check o ut the happenings at the
so ciety witho ut having to  wait fo r a printed
newsletter.

Other association Web sites are no t prac-
tice specific, yet o ffer in- depth info rmation
beneficial to  o phthalmo lo gists. The site o f
the Glaucoma Research  Fo undation ( www.
glaucoma.org)  features fact  sheets and fre-

quently asked questions geared to  patients,
but usefu l to  physicians and researchers as
well.

Similarly, www.glaucoma-foundation.org
is the Web site fo r The Glaucoma Fo unda-
t io n. Once again, th is site is aimed  at  pa-
tients, but the site serves o phthalmo lo gists
also .

The Web site fo r the American Fo unda-
tion fo r the Blind ( www.afb.org)  o ffers its
service directo ry online. The site helps vis-
ito rs lo cate o rganizat io ns, many o f them
with  lo cal chapters that pro vide services to
blind peo ple and their families. This is es-
pecially helpfu l when yo u  are lo o king fo r
additional ways to  serve patients.

U niversity Web sites, such  as the U niver-
sity o f Miami’s Basco m Palmer Eye Insti-
tute (www.bpei.med.miami.edu) , o ffers o ph-
thalmo lo gists an insight into  the scho o l, its
research , meetings, conferences, and o ther
go ings o n in the So u th  Flo rida o phthal-
mo lo gy secto r. Other universities, such  as
the U niversity o f Michigan, Jo hns Ho pkins
U niversity, and the U niversity o f So uthern
Califo rnia feature similar sites.

Finding full-text articles
The wide range o f jo urnals available online
is second only to  the number o f individu-
als seeking do cuments. The Archives of Oph-
thalmology’s site, www.archophthalmol.com,
features many fu ll- text  articles, abstracts,
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At the University of
Iowa’s site, there are
links to nearly 500
eye-related Web
sites, including
associations, on-line
journals, ophthalmic
companies, and
other universities.
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and o ther published research .
The site www.eyesearch.com is basically a

gu ide and  d irecto ry service fo r o phthal-
mo lo gists. Here physicians can search  fo r
upcoming meetings, conferences, calls fo r
papers, and even equ ipment fo r sale.

The Internet  site www.pslgroup.com/dg/
ophthal.htm is also  an o phthalmo lo gists’
gu ide to  u pco ming meet ings and  events.
Run by D o cto r’s Gu ide, this site allo ws the
user to  search medical conference databases
based on lo cation, disease, conference date,
and key wo rd.

The FD A’s site, www.fda.gov, pro vides in-
fo rmat io n o n a wide variety o f o phthal-

mo lo gic subjects, including new trials, ap-
pro vals, and  tests. The FD A has an ent ire
section devo ted to  LASIK as well.

Ophthalmic companies, to o , have a great
deal o f info rmation to  o ffer via the Inter-
net . Altho u gh  the main missio n o f these
companies is to  sell their pro ducts, many o f
them also  pro vide a go o d  deal o f pro fes-
sional info rmation in the fo rm o f articles,
research do cumentation, and links to  o ther
sites.

While the bu lk o f the links on the U ni-
versity o f Io wa page are aimed at pro viding

medical info rmation to  o phthalmo lo gists
and patients, several links send the visito r
to  personal sites—jo urnals and chronicles
o f patients living with eye diseases. Altho ugh
these might no t pro vide the o phthalmo lo -
gist with in-depth medical information, they
do  o ffer insight into  what is go ing thro ugh
patients’ minds as they deal with  their con-
ditions.

Lastly, yo u  can sign up on mailing lists.
Many o f these sites will e-mail yo u  articles
and o ther info rmation on a regu lar basis.
Yo u  can o ften pick and cho o se the specifics

o f what yo u  want sent to  yo u  by indicating
key wo rds that  interest  yo u . Wh ile no t  as
in- depth  as searching the Web on a regu lar
basis, mailing lists are a qu ick-and-easy way
to  have info rmation depo sited on yo ur sys-
tem witho u t a lo t o f hassle.

One do wnside, ho wever, is certain key
wo rds can trigger “peripheral” subject mat-
ter. Fo r instance, the key wo rd  “Co ntact
Lens” will trigger info rmat io n abo u t  fu ll
co ntact  karate, camera lenses, and  many
press releases where there is a “contact” per-
son. Beware.OT
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Test finds glaucoma
before severe damage
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Alameda, CA—InSite Visio n Inc. intro -
duces a test that lo o ks fo r the presence
o f a gene associated with increased prob-
ability o f develo ping primary o pen-
angle glaucoma (POAG) .

OcuGene is the brand name fo r the
ISV- 900 test , the co mmercialized  ge-
netic test that screens fo r the presence
o f the promo ter region mutation and
several co ding region mutations o f the
TIGR gene. The presence o f mutations
in the co ding regio n has been asso ci-
ated with  a greater likeliho o d o f devel-
o ping the disease.

The inside o f the cheek is swabbed
to  co llect D N A, which  is tested.

Patients with POAG who  are detected
with  a gene mutation in the promo ter
region have a mo re aggressive fo rm o f
glaucoma and have sho wn mo re visual
field damage, according to  the company.

“The info rmation pro vided by Ocu-
Gene may help physicians to  individu-
alize treatment  acco rd ing to  the pa-
tient’s genetic make- up and perhaps to
init iate treatment  fo r tho se h igh- risk
ind ividu als who  may o therwise be
unident ified ,” said  S. Kumar Chan-
drasekaran, PhD , ch ief execu tive o ffi-
cer o f InSite Vision.OT


